
 

TOCT Project Update Easter 2020 

So far this year detailed preparation for the repair of the unique cob structure of the old chapel have 

continued. 

Our architect, George Tasker and our structural engineer have carried out a series of site meetings 

with a specialist team from Historic England. 

Trial excavations have been carried out on site by conservation builder, Nigel Jaggard to establish 

the state of the brick plinth foundation and the state of the cob. 

Historic England are organising an in-depth analysis of the cob, in order to guide production of cob 

blocks which will be used in the repairs. 

The soil adjacent to the north wall of the building has been excavated to expose the cob wall and 

allow it to dry out. A number of old ‘Patterson’ coffee bottles were found. 

The Trustees wish to thank all our Friends of TOCT, our 900 Twitter followers, our TOCT volunteers, 

our donors and sponsor, especially The National Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic England, and all 

the members of our project team for your continued support with this exciting project. 

We wish you all a Happy Easter, Stay safe and well. 
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Discovery on site 

Thirty-nine well preserved bottles were found in the dig from the site of an old dump which 

was against the north wall of the Old Chapel. The majority of the bottles are vintage green 

Paterson’s camp coffee bottles! 
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A big thank you from the TOCT Trustees to all our followers. Your retweets and likes are a great 

source of support, especially during these challenging times. Stay safe everyone. 

 



 

Happy Easter and Stay Safe to our followers, sponsors, donors, Friend of TOCT, TOCT 

Volunteers and to our Project Team. 

 

 

 

 

@TolpuddleOCT 


